
    

Saint 
Francis de Sales
Catholic Church

                   Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                  
October 25, 2026

“Let us remain 
therefore in peace
 and serve God, 

to be his in this mortal life, 
and still more his 

in the eternal.”

Distractions 
“Don’t pray at Mass. Pray the Mass.” That piece of advice disoriented many Catholics in the 1960s
when the Church invited us to take a different role at Mass. Catholics used to go to church carrying
prayer books and rosaries so they could say their own prayers while Mass was going on. They were
asked to set aside many of the prayers they used to say privately in order to take part in the prayer
going on around them publicly. When you visit someone, you do not immediately pick up the phone to
visit someone else. Having a conversation is good, but having the wrong one will distract us. While at
Mass we don’t avoid prayer; we take part in a specific prayer. Distractions come in many other forms,
too. You will find people reading the bulletin, balancing their checkbook, cutting their nails, and
adjusting their makeup during the homily, the Scripture readings, or the Eucharistic Prayer.
Occasionally a cellular phone rings. Sometimes it belongs to the priest! If he answers it, you know that
distractions have gotten way out of hand. 

Sometimes we bring our own distractions. You may come to church with the intention of joining in the
prayer, but your mind begins to wander to the events of the day ahead, the memory of the day past,
the fears you harbor, the loves you enjoy, the appear ance of the church or the behavior of worshipers.
Nonetheless, our common goal is to pray the Mass. It is hard, but two activities will help: prepa ration
at home and concentration at church. At home, you can prepare for Mass by reading the Scriptures
beforehand and making time for per sonal prayer. Then when you arrive at church, the skills you honed
at private prayer will enhance your communal prayer. During the Mass, concentrate on the texts you
say or sing. Think about the meaning of the words. Listen attentively when one of the ministers speaks.
Observe the silences with reverence. Distractions will be fewer when our prepara tion and
concentration grow stronger. 

Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: Gestures, Postures, and Customs of the Liturgy © 2020 Archdiocese of
Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner.
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MASS INTENTIONS

FOR THOSE 
WHO ARE SICK

FOR THOSE WHO
 HAVE DIED

Sunday, Oct 25, 2026  
9:00am--Evelyn Rosario (D)
            
11am-For the parish of St. Francis de Sales
                
12:30pm-Leonila Cruztitla Ortiz (D)
              Alfredo Cabello (D)
             
                     
Monday, Oct 26, 2026
8:30AM–Sister Maryellen Ryan (D)
                        
Tuesday, Oct 27, 2026
8:30am-Roman & Vasiliy Nikiporenok (D)
            
Thursday, Oct 29, 2026
8:30am-

Friday, Oct 30, 2026
8:30am- Robinson Barranda, Sr. (D)
             
             
          

MASS~LA MISA
 SUNDAYS: 

  9:00am, 11:00am, 
12:30pm Spanish  

          
 MONDAY, TUESDAY, 
THURSDAY FRIDAY: 

 8:30am

THE ROSARY 
 prayed 

after the 8:30 AM Mass 
during the week. 

All are welcome to pray with us.

 WEEKDAYS  9am - 4pm
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VISITS TO 
THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT 
(Praying in Church)

Peter Ney
Kathleen Schultheis

Dawn Roberts
for our loved ones,

 for those in hospitals 
and nursing homes

  for those who have no one 
to pray for them

Robert Petitto, Sr.
Miguel Cruz
Jose Crews

Pray with Us



Parish Meetings 
and Ministries

Tithely

STEWARDSHIP

    WEEKLY GIVING
   October 14th-October 19th

                                       $4,679.99 online debit giving
                                          $1,388.00 Sunday collection basket, mailed in Checks  
                                                       TOTAL $6,067.99 

ONLINE GIVING
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SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM OF INFANTS
The Baptism of a Child is an important event in the life of a family and the life of the Church.
 We encourage registered active members of the parish to contact us to begin preparation. 

We ask that this begins two months before the intended Baptism date.  
Baptisms are celebrated at Sunday Mass once a month.

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
If you or someone you love is unable to attend Mass due to serious illness or limited mobility,

and are homebound, our parish ministers are ready to bring Holy Communion to them with
prayer and care. 

PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION (Confession)
If you would like to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, 

our priests are available before and after Mass or by appointment 
for a quiet, prayerful, and personal encounter with God’s mercy.

For more information, please contact the Parish Office



THE ROSARY

Parish Meetings and Ministries

FAITH TALKS

THE ASSOCIATION (Daughters) OF
  ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

The Rosary is prayed 
after the 8:30 AM Mass during the week. 

All are welcome to pray with us.

Those interested in becoming Catholic , 
seeking Confirmation 

or  anyone with questions

 Mondays  at 7:00 PM  in the Church Office

PARISH CHOIRS

 contact Travis Bloom 
at travisbloom@sfdsnyc.org

BOOK CLUB 

Contact Mary Braza at
brazamary@gmail.com

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
-20 and 30 year olds

GRUPO DE JOVENES ADULTOS
 27 de octubre de 7:00 PM

en la salón parroquial 

NEW LITURGICAL MINISTERS
For more information

contact Joe Long
joelong@sfdsnycorg

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

Contact Pat Latona at latonapal@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HOPE WALK

11:00 Mass Choir rehearses
Sunday at 10:00 AM

El coro de la misa de 12:30  

Sunday, November 22
1:45 PM in the Church Office

Saturday, November 14
10:00 AM in the Parish Hall

Bible Study--Wedneday, October 28
7:00 PM, Parish Hall

Sunday, October 25
Sunday, November 1

10:00-11:00 AM 
in the Parish Hall

Safe Environment Reminder
For the safety of all our children, parents
and guardians must accompany children
whenever they leave the church to use

the restrooms in the Parish Hall, and
remain with them until they return to the

church.
Thank you for helping us maintain a safe

and welcoming environment for the
children and families of our parish.

“Child of These Tears” by Molly McNett.
Monday, November 9 via Zoom
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https://stfrancis96.org/register
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Please note the location



KATHY CALDERÓN
Office Manager

 kathycalderon@sfdsnyc.org

TRAVIS BLOOM
Director of Music Ministries

 travisbloom@sfdsnyc.org

ALBERTO PEÑA
Plant Manager

  REV. ANTHONY CIORRA          REV. JOHN SWOPE, S.J. 
                               Weekend Associates

ROSALBA CRUZ
Sacristan

JOE LONG
Pastoral Associate

 joelong@sfdsnyc.org

Our Parish Staff *  Nuestro Personal Parroquial

   Facebook: Church of St. Francis de Sales

 Instagram            @sfdsnyc

 YouTube             @sfdsnyc

 www.stfrancis96.org

CONNECT
WITH US

Síguenos 
en las redes sociales

135 East 96th Street
New York, NY 10128

212-289-0425

FATHER PHILIP J. KELLY
PASTOR

 fatherkelly@sfdsnyc.org

Our Parish COUNCIL *  Nuestro Consejo parroquial
James Sayer
Pat Latona

Mike Aleman
Joe McQuarrie

Francisco Gallegos
Pamela Robinson

Lisa Kelly
Fr. Phil Kelly
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OFFICE HOURS~HORARIO DE OFICINA
 MONDAY - FRIDAY  9am - 5pm

SUNDAY   10am - 2pm

CHURCH HOURS
 WEEKDAYS  9am - 4pm
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