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In this issue

      Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                       September 20, 2026

“Don’t sow your desires
 in someone else’s garden; 

just cultivate your own 
as best you can.”

EVANGELIST SYMBOLS 

The human, lion, ox, and eagle are symbols of the four evangelists:
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. These symbols adorn many works of art,
buildings, and objects used in worship. Each may identify one evangelist,
or the four may represent the Gospel as a whole. In addition, the four
symbols taken together represent the mystery of Christ’s life. They recall
in turn the birth, sacrifice, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus. The
symbols derive from the opening of the Book of Ezekiel. There the
prophet envisions four living creatures in the middle of a glowing fire
from a stormy north wind. The faces of the creatures resemble a human
being, a lion, an ox, and an eagle (1:10). Their mystery and their move
ment made such an impact on the prophet that Christian generations
have seen in their appearance a foreshadowing of the Gospels of Jesus
Christ. The figures appear again in Revelation 4:7. The human being—
sometimes rendered as an angel—signifies Matthew, who opens his story
with the human origins of Jesus’ genealogy. The lion, according to legend,
sleeps with eyes open, making it a symbol of resurrection. It depicts
Mark, whose Gospel begins with the leonine John the Baptist in the
desert. Luke’s account of the infancy of Jesus places the child in the
temple with Zechariah, a priest who offered sacrifice of animals including
oxen. The horns of the beast may represent the old and new covenant,
each with its own sacrifice. John, the evangelist whose work intently
gazes on the eternal Word who shattered the darkness with his light,
recalls the eagle that flies face into the sun. In this way, tradition has
assigned each evangelist a proper symbol.
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MASS INTENTIONS

FOR THOSE 
WHO ARE SICK

FOR THOSE WHO
 HAVE DIED

Sunday, September 20, 2026  
9:00am--Sr. Maryellen Ryan (D)
            
11am-Donnie Lamendola (D)    
           
12:30pm-Alberto Rosalio Ramirez (D)
                                                
Monday, Sept 21, 2026
8:30AM–Bro. Jose Francisco (D)
                        
Tuesday, Sept 22, 2026
8:30am-Roman & Vasiliy Nikiporenok (D)
            
Thursday, Sept 24, 2026
8:30am-Sr. Maryellen Ryan (D)

Friday, Sept 25, 2026
8:30am-
             
             
          

MASS~LA MISA
 SUNDAYS: 

  9:00am, 11:00am, 
12:30pm Spanish  

          
 MONDAY, TUESDAY, 
THURSDAY FRIDAY: 

 8:30am

THE ROSARY 
 prayed 

after the 8:30 AM Mass 
during the week. 

All are welcome to pray with us.

 WEEKDAYS  9am - 4pm
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VISITS TO 
THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT 
(Praying in Church)

Peter Ney
Kathleen Schultheis

Dawn Roberts
for our loved ones,

 for those in hospitals 
and nursing homes

  for those who have no one 
to pray for them

Robert Petitto, Sr.
Miguel Cruz
Jose Crews

Pray with Us



Parish Meetings 
and Ministries

Tithely

STEWARDSHIP

    WEEKLY GIVING
   September 8th-September 14th

                                       $5,569.52 online debit giving
                                           $1,717.00 Sunday collection basket, mailed in Checks
                                                  TOTAL $7,286.52

  

               

            

                                                                                                             
      

ONLINE GIVING
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SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM OF INFANTS
The Baptism of a Child is an important event in the life of a family and the life of the Church.
 We encourage registered active members of the parish to contact us to begin preparation. 

We ask that this begins two months before the intended Baptism date.  
Baptisms are celebrated at Sunday Mass once a month.

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
If you or someone you love is unable to attend Mass due to serious illness or limited mobility,

and are homebound, our parish ministers are ready to bring Holy Communion to them with
prayer and care. 

PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION (Confession)
If you would like to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, 

our priests are available before and after Mass or by appointment 
for a quiet, prayerful, and personal encounter with God’s mercy.

For more information, please contact the Parish Office



THE ROSARY

Parish Meetings and Ministries

FAITH TALKS

THE ASSOCIATION (Daughters) OF
  ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

The Rosary is prayed 
after the 8:30 AM Mass during the week. 

All are welcome to pray with us.

Those interested in becoming Catholic , 
seeking Confirmation 

or  anyone with questions

 Mondays  at 7:00 PM  in the Church Office

PARISH CHOIRS

 contact Travis Bloom 
at travisbloom@sfdsnyc.org

BOOK CLUB 
Contact Mary Braza at
brazamary@gmail.com

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
-20 and 30 year olds

GRUPO DE JOVENES ADULTOS
15 de septiembre de 7:00 PM

en la salón parroquial 

NEW LITURGICAL MINISTERS
For more information

contact Joe Long
joelong@sfdsnycorg

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY
Contact Pat Latona at
 latonapal@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HOPE WALK

11:00 Mass Choir rehearses
Sunday at 10:00 AM

El coro de la misa de 12:30  

Next Meeting
Sunday, October 11, 2026

1:45 PM in the Church Office

Registration is open
First Session is September 27 

10:00-11:00 

USING THE RESTROOMS
Because the safety and well-being of our
children are important to us, we remind

parents and guardians to accompany
young children to and from the restroom.

This helps us maintain a safe and
welcoming environment for everyone and

follows the Archdiocese of New York’s
Safe Environment Guidelines.
Thank you for your patience,

understanding, and cooperation.

Saturday, October 10
10:00 AM in the Parish Hall

Bible Study and Spirits
Wednesday, September 23

7:00 PM, Parish Hall
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APRIL  13

Sister Maryellen Ryan SUSC
September 12, 1936 – September 13, 2026

Sister Maryellen Ryan, SUSC (Sr. John Marie), who died on September 13, 2026, one day after her 90th
birthday, was a Holy Union Sister for more than 70 years. Born in Astoria, New York, she entered the Holy
Union Sisters in 1954 and devoted her life to Catholic education, religious education, and parish ministry.
Sister Maryellen had a special connection to St. Francis de Sales Parish, where she served as a faculty
member of the school and later as Director of Religious Education/Pastoral Associate.
In 1972, Sister Maryellen began what would become a long ministry in parish religious education in New
York City. In many ways, she helped pioneer this growing ministry at a time when parishes were placing
increasing emphasis on the religious formation of children, families, and adults beyond the Catholic
school classroom.
Her education and formation included a degree in education from Catholic Teachers College and a
master’s degree in Religious Education from Fordham University. Her years of teaching and catechetical
ministry touched generations of children, families, and parishioners.
We remember Sister Maryellen with gratitude for her service to St. Francis de Sales and for her lifelong
commitment to sharing the Catholic faith.

REMEMBER IN‌  
YOUR PRAYERS 
REMEMBER IN   
YOUR PRAYERS 



Homecoming
Dinner

 Join us 
for an evening of connection, feasting, and faith.

Good food. Good people. Great stories.

If you became Catholic, went through RCIA,
 celebrated Baptism, Confirmation, or Eucharist 

as an adult,
—THIS NIGHT IS FOR YOU!

No matter the parish. 
No matter the year.

Monday, September 21, 2026
6:45 PM

Initiation Ministry

To respond, scan the QR code
 or use the link. 
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https://forms.gle/8PHXkJnc7VHSsxba6
 

For more information contact Joe Long
joelong@sfdsnyc.org 

 call: 212-289-0425  text: 910-354-9674

https://forms.gle/8PHXkJnc7VHSsxba6
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Cuando todos VOTEMOS,
Nos aseguramos de que nuestros líderes
trabajen para nosotros (no solo para los

multimillonarios).

Domingo, 4 de octubre

Patrocinado por SFDS Social Justice Ministry - latonapal@gmail.com

Regístrate para Regístrate para 

VotarVotar
Salón parroquial de San Francisco de Sales

De 10:00 a 14:00 horas.

VOTA para mejorar la vida de

tus seres queridos, tus

vecinos y la tuya propia.

¡Cuéntaselo a tus amigos!

Tenemos poder cuando

actuamos juntos.
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Saint Francis de Sales Church

Questions : contact Joe Long 212-289-0425 or joelong@sfdsnyc.org

135 East 96th Street, New York             stfrancis96.org13



Learn more about

 the Season of Creation at 
seasonofcreation.org

St. Francis de Sales Church
 New York, New York



KATHY CALDERÓN
Office Manager

 kathycalderon@sfdsnyc.org

TRAVIS BLOOM
Director of Music Ministries

 travisbloom@sfdsnyc.org

ALBERTO PEÑA
Plant Manager

  REV. ANTHONY CIORRA          REV. JOHN SWOPE, S.J. 
                               Weekend Associates

ROSALBA CRUZ
Sacristan

JOE LONG
Pastoral Associate

 joelong@sfdsnyc.org

Our Parish Staff *  Nuestro Personal Parroquial

   Facebook: Church of St. Francis de Sales

 Instagram            @sfdsnyc

 YouTube             @sfdsnyc

 www.stfrancis96.org

CONNECT
WITH US

Síguenos 
en las redes sociales

135 East 96th Street
New York, NY 10128

212-289-0425

FATHER PHILIP J. KELLY
PASTOR

 fatherkelly@sfdsnyc.org

Our Parish COUNCIL *  Nuestro Consejo parroquial
James Sayer
Pat Latona

Mike Aleman
Joe McQuarrie

Francisco Gallegos
Pamela Robinson

Lisa Kelly
Fr. Phil Kelly
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OFFICE HOURS~HORARIO DE OFICINA
 MONDAY - FRIDAY  9am - 5pm

SUNDAY   10am - 2pm

CHURCH HOURS
 WEEKDAYS  9am - 4pm
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